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Steve Prefontaine was born in Coos Bay, Oregon,

and set national prep records while at Marshfield ~ S o -., ,_;;::--‘:;;_-_::- 2 ._ _.;j :_53::55?;1;;;_;
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In 1969, he came to Eugene to attend the University i

of Oregon and stayed on after his graduation in 1973.
At the time of his death, in May 1975 at age 24, Pre
was the American record holder in every distance
from 2,000 to 10,000 meters.

This trail was restored and
upgraded from 2002 to 2007

by Oregon Track Club, City of
Eugene Parks and Open Space
Division, and Oregon Track Club
Masters with the generous help
of volunteeers and donors.

Nearly every summer from 1969 on, Pre traveled
to Europe to race against the world’s best. While
competing in Scandinavia, he was impressed by the

soft-surface running trails found in almost every city.

To Pre, Alton Baker Park seemed the natural location

for a similar trail in the Eugene-Springfield area.
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He envisioned paths covered with bark chips, a Today, Pre’s trail is connected to a large network of

material available from the local wood products riverside walking and biking trails throughout Eugene

industries. Just four months after his death, 500 and Springfield. It is a beloved resource for local
runners competed in a memorial run on the newly runners and walkers, and draws visitors from across

completed four-mile course. the country and around the world.




